
Dear MES Families,                                                                                    

    Monaco Elementary School participates in the FISH! for School’s Philosophy. The 

philosophy was developed at the Pike Place Fish Market in Seattle, Washington and 

has been introduced to thousands of school children. The fishmongers’ jobs were 

exhausting, yet they continued to bring so much energy, creativity and surprise to 

their job that people from around the world came to the fish market to visit. The 

following four pillars of the FISH! for School’s Philosophy were developed around their 

program: 

Be There  

     This core value begins with the decision to be physically and mentally 

present in whatever the situation brings. To give someone your undivided 

attention is “Being There” for them. Learning takes place when undivided 

attention is given to the learning process or when one person is “there” for 

another in need.  

Make Their Day 

      Doing things big or small to make others happy is “Make Their Day”. Holding 

the door open, a small note or picture, a sweet compliment, and showing others 

they are worthy of respect are all examples of how small things can make 

someone’s day.  

Play 

      Having a joyful spirit and attitude about life and learning is also “Play”. This 

means allowing yourself to have an attitude of fun, while continuing to maintain 

appropriate levels of instruction and discipline. Finding fun in everything you do 

is “Play”.   

Choose Your Attitude 

      We choose our own attitude daily. We choose to be responsible for our own 

leaning, be respectful of others while they learn, and to demonstrate kindness 

and compassion toward others. Happiness is contagious! 

 

   At Monaco Elementary our goal is to develop and educate the whole child. 

Our dream is to create an environment where students and staff alike enjoy 

learning and growing in a positive culture and learning atmosphere. We have 

found that the FISH! Philosophy supports character development, builds 



community, and helps foster social skills with fun and excitement embedded 

throughout the learning process. We are hopeful that these character traits will 

continually be developed throughout the school year and even potentially be 

part of the vocabulary being used at home. Together we can continue to “Catch 

the Excellence” at MES. 

                                                               Sincerely,    Jana Lowman                                                             

 

                                      

  

 

 


